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Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo): Anne Weston
This document sets out our local offer to you and outlines the ways in which we support children who need additional support because of a special educational need.
Children and Families Bill 2014 
The Children and Families Bill takes forward the Coalition Government’s commitments to improve services for vulnerable children and families. It underpins wider reforms to ensure that all children and young people can succeed, no matter what their background. The Bill reforms the systems for adoption, looked after children, family justice and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

The reform programme is set out in Support and Aspiration: A new approach to special educational needs and disability: Progress and next steps by: 

· Replacing statements of special educational need with a new birth to 25 Education and Health Care (EHC) Plan—the Local Authority has responsibility for transitioning existing statements to EHC plans by 2018 and with immediate effect for new applications. 
· Improving cooperation between all the services that support children and their families.
There is now a new Code of Practice for SEND. It is a statutory requirement that this practice is followed. The code of practice sets out a legal requirement that all schools and local authorities publish a local offer of services offered. 
The SENCO is responsible for: 

· Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs (SEN) and or disabilities, and developing the Pre-school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality education that meets their needs in school. 
· Ensuring the Pre-school follows a graduated response appropriate to the needs of the individual child.

· Ensuring that parents are involved in the planning stage of how best to support your child with their next steps; kept informed about the support your child is getting and involved in reviewing how they are doing  and included as part of the team to set new targets
· Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into Pre-school to help support your child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Educational Psychology, etc.
· Providing specialist support for staff in the pre- school so they can help your child (and other pupils with SEN and/or disabilities in the pre- school) to achieve their potential. 
· Writing an Individual Support Plans (ISPs) that specify the targets set for your child to achieve.
· Organising training for staff so they are aware and confident about how to meet the needs of your child and others within our pre-school. 

How does St Nicholas Pre-school know if children need extra help? 
We know when children need help if: 
· the child’s progress and/or attainment is less than the expected rate

· there is a significant or prolonged change in the child’s behaviour 
· a child asks for help 

· concerns are raised by parents or carers

If your child is not making expected progress or if there is another indicator of concern, we will discuss with you any concerns we have and will ask about any concerns you may have. We will also discuss with you any further interventions or referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning. In addition we will discuss how we can work together, to support your child at home and at pre-school.
Sometimes a child may need some short-term help if there is a change in circumstances e.g. a bereavement or family breakdown. Please talk to any member of staff. Your concerns will always be taken seriously – your views on your child’s development and progress are always valuable.

How will St Nicholas Pre- School staff support my child? 
All children have individual needs. Children at our pre-school with SEND will get support that is specific to their individual needs. This may all be provided by our staff and/or may include: 
· staff who will visit the pre-school from the Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team or Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need) 
· staff who visit from outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SLIP) Service or Occupational Therapists (OT)  
· an assessment by an Educational Psychologist or other specialists 
· working in 1:1 or small groups on a specific programme of 
· providing special equipment/resources as required to support your child’s learning and development 

Our staff (sometimes with the SENCo) will always explain to you what the concerns are and also explain to you what the plans for your child include. If outside agencies are used, we always ask your permission before making a referral. If you have any queries related to the interventions or support that your child receives, please speak to a member of staff or the SENDCo. 

Regular reviews of a child’s progress are discussed at Individual Support Plan (ISP) meetings to which parents and the child (whenever appropriate) are invited. These will usually follow the format of the graduated response. The first part of this meeting is to look at the provision for the child and make decisions about the progress that the child is making. The second part is to draw up a new plan and adjust the provision as necessary. 

If a specialist professional works with your child, there may be recommendations that are made, which may include: 

· making changes to the way your child is supported in pre-school e.g. some individual support or changing some aspects of teaching to support them better 
· support to set targets which will include their specific professional expertise 
· your child’s involvement in a group run by pre-school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social skills group or sensory circuit
· a group or individual work with professionals from outside the pre-school
· actions to be carried out at home
How will I know how well my child is doing? 
We are happy to discuss how well your child is doing; these discussions do not need to be limited to the regular Individual Support Plan meetings or parents interviews. Some children may also have a home/pre-school communication book so that parents/carers and teachers can monitor progress, record concerns or share achievements. 

All reports from outside agencies are passed to you with their ideas for support or resources that may be used at home.

What specialist services can the pre-school access? 
We have access to a very wide range of specialist services as follows: 

Autism Outreach Service 

Behaviour Support Service 

CAMHS 

Educational Psychologists 

Occupational Therapists 

School Nursing Team, Paediatricians and GPs 

Social Care teams 

Child Protection Officers 

Speech and Language Inclusion Partnership 

Children Missing Education Officers 

Sensory Support Services 

Physiotherapy 

Parent Partnership 

Play therapist 

Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service 

How accessible is the pre-school environment? 
We will always do our best to meet individual needs, and we are always happy to discuss individual access requirements. We have toilet facilities adapted for disabled users.
How can I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child? 
All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This happens through: 

· discussions with pre-school – either formally at Individual Support Plan meetings and parent interviews, or informally at the end of the session, for example. These discussions are really important – not least so that we know about your child in the home setting, and we can tell you about what we are doing in pre-school and how well your child is doing in pre-school. But also to ensure approaches are consistent between home and pre-school whenever possible.  We believe it is of the utmost importance that we listen to your child and you (wherever applicable) in order to develop a full picture of your child’s needs and to understand what matters to you and your child.  We also include your child and you (wherever applicable) in considering needs and how they can best be met.  When setting targets and reviewing targets, we will do so in consultation with your child and yourselves (wherever applicable).
· discussions with other professionals e.g. the SENCo, Speech & Language Therapist, Educational Psychologist. Information from outside professionals is shared with you (either verbally or written reports or both). 

Please contact the pre-school if you have any further questions or would like more information.
